U.S. Disclaims Responsibility 
for Attacks on Soviet Ships 
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By its notes of March 27 unci of March 29, 
lOO:;,'- the. Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Union of Soviet Social i-t Republics presented 
nroteMs bv the Soviet Government aim i list what 
it termed "pirat ical attacks"' on the Soviet mer- 
chant, vessel "L'gov" on March IT and the So- 
viet merchant vessel u Raku ' during the night 
of March 20-27 near Cuha. The notes asserted 
that although (be attacks wore perpet rated by 
Cuban counter-revolutionary groups, the 
United States Government encourages such 
activities and bears full responsibility for them. 

The United States Government categorically 
rei^ets this charge. It wishes to remind t lie 
Government, of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics that immediately after the recent at- 
tacks on Soviet merchant vessels an official 
spokesman stated thai the United States Gov- 
ernment is strongly opposed to, and is in no 
way associated with, such attacks. 2 This posi- 
tion was furthermore clearly sot forth by Presi- 
dent Kennedy in Ids press conference of March 
21. The United States Government, is taking 
every step necessary to insure that such attacks 
are not launched, manned or equipped from 
U.S. territory. 

In taking vigorous action to prevent misuse, 
of its territory, the Government of \\i" United 
States trusts that the Government, of the Union 
of Soviet Socialist. Republic- will not misin- 
terpret such action as indict inir any .-ham: in 
United States opp.-.dt hm to Soviet military in- 
volvement in Cuba. 


